LOMITAN HONORED . .. Donald B. Bowker, Lomita insurance agent, receives a medal
and citation from G. R. Pahlman (center) while Henry Goethals (right) looks on. Bowker
was cited for saving two lives in the choppy ocean last year when power failed on a
speedboat. Goethals is particularly happy about the affair hecause he s one of those

rescued by Bowker.

' Nearly 900 Torrance students
lare getting ‘help of some kind
|with speech problems, while
another 430 students are on a
“waiting list.”

That was the gist of a report
| presented to the Board of Edu-
| cation Tuesday night by Assist-
|ant Superintendent Louis Kap-
‘lan, who reported that six
{speech therapists work with
|1ocal children.

Of 4934 students tested in a
recent speech survey, some
1300, or about one in four,
needed some type of help with
a speech problem. Those test-
ed included all students in

OFF TO SHOW . .. Part of the crowd of Torrance women which attended the “Queen
for a Day” program in Hollywood last Tuesday at which a Torrance sdlute was telecast

OR 05
on a nationwide network are shown here at the city hall as they prepared to board | Po"erhonse T.BONE Ilh.

buses for the trip to the show. Ten busloads of residents were in the caravan.
(Herald Photo)
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grades 2 and 9, plus students
of other grades who were re-
ferred by their teachers

Bighty-five per cent of the
speech difficulties were in ar-
ticulation correct pronuncia-
tion of words. These included
substitution of sounds (“wab-
bit” instead of “rabbit”), dis-
tortions, and additions of
sounds to words.

PR
SOME FIVE per cent of the
cases involved students who

stutter, Usually, no direct ther-
apy is given, but conferences

are held with parents to try to |
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alleviate conditions causing the
problem

Another r1ive per cent of
those tested have various voice
problems, such as pitch, nasal-
ity, or hoarseness. About half
of these are getting direct
therapy.

Twenty-five children are get-
ting lip-reading instructions
because of partial loss of hear-
ing. Other speech problems in-
clude foreign-speaking young-
sters, those with cerebral palsy,
and other less common diffi-
culties.

* %
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work
small
groups in speech therapy on a
once-a-week basis. Two of the
therapists work on a “block-of-
time" schedule, where speech
help is given several timeg a

assigned to five schools,

with individuals or

week for a six-week period,
followed by a half-day per
week schedule for the rest of

the year. Follow-up work with
parents and teachers is a re-
quirement also.

A speech and hearing ther-
apist is a person who has com-

'pleted requirements for a Cali-

fornia teaching credential,

TORRANCE HERALD

| grades.

Twenty-thres

plus additional courses in
teaching remedial speech, psy-
chology, and teaching of lip

reading. Several Torrance
therapists have masters’ de-
greeg and belong to the Ameri-
grees and belong to the Ameri-
and the California Speech and
Hearing Assn

Therapists report that other
difficulties often contribute to
speech problems, They work
with parents to straighten out
any other problems, since much
work can be done at home. In-
structions are given as to how
the child may bz helped,

Most of tha children receivs
ing therapy are in lower
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